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Creating a new form of
tourism in pot states
BY ZAC HERETH

Contributing Writer

Cannabis tourism is a new
industry growing in Washington since the opening of recreational marijuana shops this
past summer.
Even New York Magazine
has an article on the “needto-knows” of buying weed in
Washington.
Some entrepreneurs have already started cashing in. Kush
Tourism, a Kirkland-based
company, oﬀers services for
tourists in both Washington
and Colorado.
Those services include hosting cannabis-related tours, ﬁnding cannabis-friendly hotels,
sharing locations of retail stores
and lounges and even renting a
vape pen for the trip.
Kush’s 75 tourists a week
Michael Gordon, CEO of
Kush Tourism, said the company provides services to about 75
customers a week. Among the
activities Kush Tourism oﬀers
are a Sky High Gardens tour

and the Boro School of Glass
classes on glass blowing.
Gordon acknowledged that
starting the company was difﬁcul.
Gordon said he knew the interest was there. He just had to
ﬁgure out how to self-promote
and reach the market.
“People are spending $1,000
to ﬂy across the world to places
like Amsterdam.”
A $17 billion Colo. windfall
Colorado has already seen
the eﬀect of cannabis tourism.
Mountain towns have reported
up to 90 percent of their marijuana sales are from tourists.
Those numbers may cause dismay for those who fear being
labeled as a “stoner hangout”
and upsetting anti-marijuana
tourists.
The state saw a record number of tourists and tourism dollars in 2013 at $17.3 billion. The
state projects higher numbers for
2014.
Washington is similar numbers. Main Street Marijuana,
a retailer in Vancouver, has recorded sales of nearly $2.2 million between its July 2014 opening and Feb. 1, according to the
Washington State Liquor Con-
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Big success in Washington has
come from recreational marijuana shops located near state borders. Of the top ﬁve retailers in
the state, three are located near
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Leaf in Spokane.
Eighteen of New Vansterdam’s 26 reviews on Yelp are
from out-of-staters, including
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estimates 35 percent of Main
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are from out-of-state. He said he
has had visitors from all 50 states
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trol Board (WSLCB).
The shop has averaged about
700 customers a day since its
opening, said Ramsey Hamide,
co-owner of Main Street Marijuana.
“Nearly all of our out-ofstate customers make a special
trip over speciﬁcally to visit us,”
Hamide said.
Main Street Marijuana’s customers are also contributing to
the economy.
“What we’ve seen is our customer base is an aﬄuent demographic with disposable income,” Hamide said.
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and roughly 20 countries.
Those three shops combine
for just under 9.4 percent of the
state’s $64 million in sales, according to the WSLCB.
Quick start was predictable
The quick start for cannabis
tourism should come as no surprise. Marijuana has become
more accepted throughout the
United States.
According to a Vox.com article, Montana, a traditionally
conservative state has a higher
per-capita smoking rate than
Washington.
Over the past 45 years, the
article said, marijuana approval
rates in the United States have
increased from 12 percent to
58 percent. Also, 69 percent of
people age 18-35 approve, compared to 53 percent of of people
age 35-50.
Medical facilities aren’t ignoring the numbers either. Some
medical marijuana operations
are trying to switch to recreational status because of the ﬁnancial opportunity.
“Once all the taxes go down
and everything gets easier, owning a shop is going to be a million-dollar thing,” said Elaynee
Wilson, a bud-tender at Iconic
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Cannabis Collective, a medical
shop trying to go recreational in
North Seattle.
Competition from Oregon
Washington legislators are
working on legislation that could
lower the state’s high excise taxes
on recreational marijuana. The
taxes have added signiﬁcantly to
retail prices across the state.
“At this stage, this is a blessing
and a curse,” Brian Budz, owner
of Washington’s top-selling shop,
New Vansterdam, told the Seattle Times. “It’s a blessing, because obviously we need as many
states as possible to legalize so we
can get this changed on a federal
level.”
Washington will have another
year to tweak its system before
marijuana sales in Oregon can
begin. Still, some worry that
Washington is more concerned
with the Seattle market than the
little guys throughout the rest of
the state.
“The Seattle market is the
one that drives all this,” Loren
Carlson, owner of Country Cannabis in Battle Ground, told the
Seattle Times. “So, [legislators
are] not going to be too terribly
concerned about us down here.”
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Editorial policy: The Observer is a public forum for student expression, in which

student editors make policy and content decisions. The mission of the Observer is two-fold:
to serve Central Washington University as a newspaper and to provide training for students
who are seeking a career in journalism. The Observer seeks to provide complete, accurate,
dependable information to the campus and community; to provide a public forum for the
free debate of issues, ideas and problems facing the community at large, and to be the
best source for information, education and entertainment news. As a training program, the
Observer is the practical application of the theories and principles of journalism. It teaches
students to analyze and communicate information that is vital to the decision making of the
community at large. It provides a forum for students to learn the ethics, values, and skills
needed to succeed in their chosen career. If you have questions call (509) 963-1073 or e-mail
us at cwuobserver@gmail.com
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A change in culture

CWU considers moving Public Relations to College of Business
BY A ARON KUNKLER

Staff Reporter

Recently, there has been discussion about moving the public relations program from the
communication department, a
subset of the College of Arts and
Humanities, into the College of
Business.
The idea was proposed by
Kathryn Martell, Dean of the
College of Business, and then endorsed by Kirk Johnson, former
interim Dean for the College of
Arts and Humanities and current
Dean for the College of the Sciences.
“Occasionally, it becomes useful to look at if there’s a better
way to put the pieces together,”
Johnson said.
The movement of the PR
program to the College of Business could beneﬁt students by
bringing the marketing and PR
programs closer together, Johnson said.
The PR program was originally formed out of the journalism and communication studies
programs in the communication
department. However, many
people see it as having more in
common with a business program than with communication.
According to George Clark,

COURTESY GEORGE CLARK

vice president of Business and
Financial Aﬀairs, the move
would have little ﬁnancial impact
on either of the colleges.
However, Phil Backlund, professor of speech communication
and former chair of the communication department, said that
the PR department may account
for up to one-third of students in
the communication department.
Backlund said he opposes the
move, but no one other than the

two deans has any real control
over the process or negotiations.
“I didn’t think it was a good
idea in the ﬁrst place, and now
it’s completely out of my hands,”
Backlund said.
Moving the program would
have direct consequences under
the new responsibility centered
management revenue model,
which rewards departments 80
percent of the funding from student-credit hours.

Based on a budget model provided by Clark at the last faculty
senate meeting, every college
in the university is generating a
revenue (with summer revenues
included) outside of the College
of Business.
The management department of the College of Business
is currently losing $1.02 million
per year.
In contrast, the communication department generates

a $561 thousand surplus every
year.
Losing one third of its total
student-credit hours, as well as
students in the program, would
likely hurt the communication
department, but may help the
management department.
However, nothing has been
decided yet. Johnson said the
move would largely be based
around providing beneﬁts to the
students instead of university
economic concerns.
“We’re a long ways oﬀ from
something that I think would be
a done deal,” Johnson said.
Cesar Garcia, the former
Dean of the College of Arts and
Humanities, recently stepped
down, and Stacey Robertson was
chosen as his replacement.
Robertson’s ﬁrst day on the
job was Feb. 3, so it’s unknown
at this time how much consideration she has been able to put
into the proposal.
Martell had no comment other than saying that discussions
were underway with the College
of Arts and Humanities.
Ultimately, students and faculty alike will have to await a decision from the college deans to get
a sense of if, how and when these
changes may take place.

STI rates on the rise around the state
Tiﬀany Harms, Communications Manager at Planned
Parenthood, said 75 percent of
With over 3,000 condoms women and 50 percent of men
picked up by Central students with chlamydia have no sympsince winter quarter began, the toms. On average, people with
Central Wellness Center has HIV don’t develop symptoms for
been hard at work.
10 years.
As sexually transmitted infec“One in two sexually active
tions (STI) rates are continually young people in the U.S. will
rising throughout the state, it is contract an STD by the time
particularly important that Cen- they’re 25 and most won’t know
tral students are knowledgeable it,” Harms said.
about how they can stay proWhitaker said herpes is the
tected.
secon most common disease,
Liz Whitaker, Community with 14 total cases reported from
Health Supervisor at the Kittitas Kittitas County residents. Many
County Public Health Depart- are unaware that STIs such as
ment, said college students are a chlamydia and herpes can travlarge portion of the people who el by mouth. This is one of the
get diagnosed with STIs in the many reasons why any sexually
county.
active indiWhitavidual should
ker said chlaOne in two sexually get tested if
mydia is the
active young people in the either person
most comU.S. will contract an STD by in the relamon STI in
tionship has
the time they’re 25.
the country.
had
more
This may
than
one
-Tiffany Harms
be due to
partner.
Communications Manager,
the fact that
Fo r t u Planned Parenthood
chlamydia is
nately, Cenan STI that
tral’s Welloften doesn’t
ness Center
show any symptoms. Whitaker is making it easier for students to
said there were a total of 167 get tested for STIs. They are also
reported cases of chlamydia in trying to make STIs less of a conKittitas County in 2014, 39 of troversial topic to discuss.
which were diagnosed at Central.
According to Doug Fulp,
According to the Washington Wellness Center Health EducaDepartment of Health, the infec- tor, the Wellness Center has just
tion rate for the majority of STIs received a grant from the AIDS
is on the rise.
Healthcare Foundation that will

Chlamydia, Gonorrhea and Genital Herpes infections
(Washington State, 2010-2013)

BY SIMONE CORBETT

Staff Reporter

“

“

2010
Chlamydia

21,401

2011
23,237

2012
24,600

2013
25,013

% Increase
16.8

Gonorrhea

2,865

2,730

3,282

4,390

53.2

Genital
Herpes

2,028

2,149

2,197

2,207

8.8

SOURCE: WASHINGTON DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

supply them with 18,000 condoms and 200 oral quick tests for
HIV/AIDS.
These quick tests will be distributed to students by Central’s
Student Medical and Counseling
Clinic, and allow for conﬁrmation blood tests to be given to patients immediately after receiving
oral test results.
The Wellness Center promotes healthy sexuality by emphasizing the signiﬁcance of
proper contraception with various events and programs.
“The Love Glove Club” is the
Wellness Center’s free condom
distribution program. Through
this program, students may receive 20 free condoms per quarter when they show their student
ID card.
“Last year, 650 students utilized this resource, and almost
everybody does grab their full
20 when they do it,” Fulp said.
“Most people use it about two
out of the three quarters, if not

all three quarters.”
Fulp said that the Wellness
Center focuses their programs on
meeting students where they are,
according to results from student
evaluations.
“About 73 percent of our students are sexually active,” Fulp
said.
One of the Wellness Center’s
most popular programs is “Expect Respect,” which focuses on
sexual responsibility.
Barb Stanley, registered nurse
at Central’s Medical and Counseling Clinic, said that she believes people are more educated
today than they used to be.
“We do have people come in
for testing, which is a good idea
so that there’s no ﬁnger pointing
later,” Stanley said.
Stanley said she often explains
to students that they should always get checked for STIs when
becoming sexually active with a
new partner to ensure they are
both free from infections.

“Even if you’re on birth control, you still have to use condoms,” Stanley said. “Same goes
for guys. Guys should also protect
themselves, if condoms are used
all the time they will be safe.”
However, Stanley notes that
even with condoms no one is 100
percent free of risk. Stanley said
that students can never be reminded enough that abstinence
is the number one safest option
to avoid putting yourself at risk.
If students prefer to get STI
tests oﬀ campus, Planned Parenthood oﬀers STI treatment and
guidance on how to handle being
diagnosed.
Harms said Planned Parenthood oﬀers a partner treatment
program which sends the diagnosed patient home with treatment for them and their partner
at no charge.
“We believe this is an important step in getting people
healthy and stopping the spread
of STDs,” Harms said.
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UESL students remembered
Tragic accident in Los Angeles last Nov. leaves university in shock

BY KYLE FENTON

Staff Reporter

Friday, Jan. 30, marked the
49th day since the passing of two
Central University English as a
Second Language (UESL) students.
The importance of the 49th
day since death, in some Japanese cultures, marks the estimated time it takes for the spirit
to be reborn into a new life. It is
also the number of days that the
families and friends pray for the
deceased.
Sherri Fujita, director of the
UESL program at Central, was
asked by the students to have a
memorial on campus.
“When we were doing grief
counseling with the students, one
of the things the students mentioned is they thought it would be
good to have something after 49
days,” Fujita said.
The memorial was held in
Kamola Hall and had a turnout
of approximately 40 people.
“In Buddhist countries, people usually have some type of
ceremony marking that event,”
Fujita said.
The purpose of the event was
DERRICK CLARIT/OBSERVER
to get the close friends of the de- REMEMBER People gather to mourn the life of UESL students. Two UESL students were killed last Nov. in a car accident in Calif.
ceased and those involved in the
accident to come share their stobreak when the accident hap- kuoka Prefecture on the island of we want to extend our heartOne of the students is still enries.
felt condolences to them and to rolled at Central.
Kyushu,
Japan.
pened.
“Some people brought picIn the same press release, friends and family in Japan who
The car reportedly crossed
The other student ﬁnished up
tures. We had a book that people
President
James L. Gaudino said mourn this painful loss,” Gaudi- fall quarter and returned home
the
center
lane
and
ﬂ
ipped
over.
could write their memories or
no said.
after the quarter ended.
messages,” Fujita said. “We had The two girls who died may not the terrible
DeShields
event
sent
have
been
wearing
seat
belts
in
“We’ve had a lot of meetings
a really nice event.”
shockwaves
[The students] thought said they had on how the crisis was handled,”
The tragic loss of the two the back seat.
wonder- Fujita said.
In Japan, it is not required through the
UESL stuit would be good to have aful response
Central
comfor
back
seat
Fujita and DeShields both
dents resultsomething after 49 days.
from
workmunity.
p
a
s
s
e
n
g
e
r
s
said
that there will not be any
ed from a sining with the immediate policy changes within
“ We ’ r e
gle car crash
We’re simply heart- to wear seat
trauma cen- the UESL program.
simply hearton a stretch
broken. We cannot be- belts.
-Sherri
Fujita
ter in Palm
broken.
We
A
c
c
o
r
d
The students were adults on
of highway
lieve that these beautiful ing to a press cannot beSprings and their own vacation, it is not CenDirector, UESL
in northern
friends, daughters and stu- release on lieve that
from the sup- tral’s policy to police its students
C a l i fo r n i a .
port of the on what they can and can’t do on
C e n t r a l ’ s these beautidents are gone.
Four UESL
website, the ful friends, daughters and stu- families of those involved in the their breaks.
students were
accident.
s t u d e n t s dents are gone,” Gaudino said.
“The best we can do is inform
riding in the
“The university purchased students on things like how imFujita and Richard DeShields,
who died in
car: two in
-James L. Gaudino
the accident associate dean of students, ﬂew a plaque in the students honor, portant it is to wear a seat belt,”
the front and
were Yoshi- to Palm Springs to be with the and it’s at the hospital that the Fujita said.
two in the
President, CWU
students were,” DeShields said.
ko Hirooka students after the accident.
As of now, there is no monuback.
Injured in the accident were ment planned, but with the right
“Our staﬀ and faculty have
from Osaka,
The students were on holiday taking a Japan, and Saya Sonoda from been in close contact with the Aimi Hayashi and Maki Tagawa, funds Fujita and DeShields said
it would be a “very nice” gesture.
road trip during Thanksgiving Fukuoka, the capital city of Fu- students and their families, and both from Fukuoka.

“

LEARN
MORE:

“

“

“
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CWU encourages diversity around Eburg
ley is small,” Clearly said. “Rural
places tend to be less diverse.”
Diversity doesn’t just have to
About 10,000 students call El- do with enrollment numbers at
lensburg home, but many feel as Central. Creating awareness of
though they don’t always belong. diﬀerent ethnic backgrounds as
According to the United well as diﬀerent identities plays a
States Census Bureau, Ellensburg role in acceptance.
is not necessarily known for its
Garrett Nelson, president of
diversity. In 2013, the population EQuAl, said getting involved
consisted of 85.7 percent Cauca- with Equality through Queers
sian, 9.7 percent Hispanic or Laand
Allies
tino, 3.2 per(EQuAl)
cent Asian
helped him
and 1.5 perWe need to challenge with his excent African
our students, staff and fac- perience.
American.
“I
ﬁrst
ulty to think differently
Central,
began
my
and
educate
themselves.
however, has
involvement
made strides
in
EQuAl
-Garrett Nelson
to increase
when
I was
diversity in
President, EQuAl
a
sophotheir enrollmore here at
ment numCWU,” Nelbers. The Department Chair of
Sociology, Kandee Clearly, said son said. “I was very unaware of
they increased minority popula- the LGBT civil rights struggles in
tion within this year’s freshman today’s society, as well as on our
campus, and EQuAl gave me the
class.
“Twenty-ﬁve percent of this chance to create change on our
year’s ﬁrst year students are La- campus, as well as to educate myself for the future.”
tino or Latina,” Clearly said.
To make Central a more diClearly said another factor
that plays into diversity at Cen- verse campus, Nelson said students need to be educated more
tral is the size of the town.
“Ellensburg is a farming com- on the issue and to also be exmunity, and the size of the val- posed to more diverse faculty.
BY TERA STENHOUSE

Staff Reporter

“

“

SOURCE: U.S. CENSUS BUREAU

“We need to challenge our
students, staﬀ and faculty to
think diﬀerently and educate
themselves,” Nelson said. “ It is
so often that you see no one call
out their peers or oﬃcials for
saying something they shouldn’t.
This lack of diversity in our professors is another reason why our
ways of thinking as students are

not challenged enough.”
Jonece Tallant, senior public relations major, comes from
a family with two very diﬀerent
ethnic backgrounds; Tallant’s
parents are Caucasian and African-American. She said this has
helped her be more accepting of
people.
“It hasn’t aﬀected me as much

as maybe in high school,” Tallant said. “It’s deﬁnitely made
me more accepting of a lot of
people because I have a background from two very diﬀerent
backgrounds.”
Tallant said having a more diverse faculty would increase the
numbers, encouraging a more
diverse student body.

think summer
With more than 100 summer courses at EWU, the opportunities
are endless. Summer classes are condensed into 4- and 8-week
sessions, enabling you to make the most of your time and passion.

Start planning now.
Visit summer.ewu.edu
EWUSummerSession

@EWUSummer
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Fifty Shades of sexual abuse
BY GRACE LINDSLEY/COPY EDITOR

Valentine’s Day is right
around the corner, and how better to show that special someone
you care than stalking, insulting
and emotionally manipulating
them all the while blatantly ignoring rules of consent!
Oh wait. That’s not romance,
that’s abuse. Well, common mistake given how “Fifty Shades of
Grey” is often hailed as a great
romance despite doing all those
things and more.
“Fifty Shades of Grey” is a
best-selling erotic fiction novel
written by E. L. James that hit
the market in May 2011. According to The New York Times,
it has sold over 100 million copies
worldwide. Rivaling “Harry Potter” and “Twilight.”
However, its contents are
highly problematic. Apart from
being a poorly written atrocity,
the story claims to delve into the
steamy BDSM romance between
characters Anastasia Steele and
Christian Grey, but it actually fetishizes their abusive relationship.
Actual lines include: “He’d
probably like to beat seven shades
of shit out of me,” and “Alaska is

very cold and no place to run. I
would find you. I can track your
cell phone - remember?”
This is not “romantic.” This is
not “hot.” This is wrong. This is
unhealthy.
Within the BDSM community, the agency and safety of both
submissives (subs) and dominates
(doms) is of the utmost importance. For a BDSM relationship
to work, the people involved must
completely respect and trust each
other. This requires a lot of communication and understanding.
For example, after a safe word
is used, it does not matter what is
happening or how much they are
enjoying it: everything stops.
Using a safe word is temporarily revoking consent. If the other
person continues the act despite
use of a safe word, it is rape.
People who do not understand the importance of consent
should not be having sex, but the
violent and abusive–oops, I mean
sexy and demure Christian Grey
does this very thing.
Not only that, but he stalks
Anastasia Steele, tracking her
phone and keeping tabs on her.
He also threatens her with physical violence and manipulates her
with guilt and “love.”
So at this point the question
becomes “why the hell is this so
popular?”
Most women actually do have
loss-of-power sex fantasies–also
dubbed “rape fantasies.” These

fantasies involve a woman’s power and agency being taken away
to the point where she is helpless.
This is absolutely fine. No
woman wants to actually be
raped, but the thought of not
having control in sex can be freeing and even arousing for some.
While aroused, a person could
really get into a particular fantasy
or video found in the depths of
PornHub that completely skeeves
them out after. And that’s okay!
It’s also okay if that fantasy sticks
out as something a person wants
to do.
And if two consenting adults
want to try playing out a scenario
or fantasy, that’s great! Exploring
your sexuality is both awesome
and important.

Not black enough
BY CHANCE WEEKS-WILLIAMS/SPORTS EDITOR

In America, there is a stigma
associated with black culture:
If you don’t talk or act a certain way, you are “not black.”
Anonymous Seattle Seahawk
players have said Russell Wilson wasn’t black enough to play
quarterback.
The real question is, ‘what
makes someone black?’ Does
it go beyond the color of one’s
skin? The stereotypes associated with being black include
listening to hip-hop, playing
sports and using slang.
It’s disparaging that, as a
society, we have become closeminded enough to buy into this
paradigm where if you’re articulate, intelligent or listen to
music that isn’t hip-hop, you’re
not black. As if it is impossible
to be both articulate and black.
Being half-white and halfblack gives you a choice: Fit
in with the stereotype or break
the mold and endure criticism. Growing up, people who
weren’t black would tell me I
“wasn’t black” because of the
way I talk and act. I guess they
were more shocked that I didn’t
fit in with the stereotype that
they pictured in their head.
Which, in a sense, is correct.

I’m half-black and half-white.
My ethnicity made it harder
for people to understand that
there can be people who don’t
live their life behind a tag of
race since not one race can apply to them. The same people
would attribute the fact that I
didn’t sag my pants to my white
side.
Not helping this situation are
the celebrities making it worse.
In a very similar situation to
the Russell Wilson comments,
Rob Parker questioned Robert
Griffin III’s “blackness,” calling him a “cornball brother,”
on the basis that Washington’s
quarterback had possibly voted
republican in the past.
Many hip-hop artists have
taken satirical shots at what it
means to be black. In “Backpackers” by Childish Gambino
he says, “That well-spoken
token, who ain’t been heard,
the only white rapper who’s allowed to say the N-word.”
Chance the Rapper also
talks about the struggle in his
song “Everybody’s Somebody’s
Everything.” The lyric goes, “I
used to tell girls I was dark light
or off white but I’d fight if a
nigga said that I talk white and
both my parents was black but
they saw it fit that I talk right”
In both black and hip-hop
culture, there seems to be a
change in culture and steering
away from the paradigm that
had previously oppressed them.
There has been more emphasis on education in pre-

dominantly black areas and less
emphasis on gang violence.
Nas, a very influential rapper, states the following in his
song “I can.”:
“Be, B-boys and girls, listen
up. You can be anything in the
world, in God we trust. An architect, doctor, maybe an actress. But nothing comes easy it
takes much practice.”
Your skin tone doesn’t determine what you act like or
even should act like. It is your
upbringing that has a direct
impact on what kind of person
you are. If you are raised by
great parents in a nice neighborhood, the stereotypes should
be thrown out the window.
We need to be able to move
past the stereotypes that have
burdened African-Americans
in America for generations. I
proudly embrace my heritage
as part of a growing population of mixed race people who
can, hopefully, eliminate the
need for stereotypes. As corny
or overused as it may be I believe Dr. Martin Luther King’s
words speak volumes.
“I have a dream that my four
little children will one day live
in a nation where they will not
be judged by the color of their
skin but by the content of their
character.”
I too have a dream that one
day we can look at each other
and not have preconceived notions based on skin color. I pray
that “Not black enough” will
never be said again.

And here’s where the one
positive of “Fifty Shades of
Grey” comes to light: it’s opened
up some people to explore their
sexuality on a deeper level.
I’m always happy to hear that
people are choosing to explore
themselves in ways they may
have been too shy or afraid to
before. And if a few people out
there read this book and decided
to explore BDSM in a safe and
consensual way, I am not condemning that.
The problem is that this book
is not really about BDSM. It’s
about an abusive, arrogant, controlling egotist who wants to own
a woman.
The book fetishizes the emotional, psychological and sexual

FIFTYSHADESMOVIE.COM

abuse enacted on the main character, and interprets it as “loving”
and “romantic.”
It’s a fantasy taken way too far
without the reminder that, outside the fantasy, this is not okay.
It leads people to seek out
abusers or excuse abuse as love. It
leads people to treat women like
objects outside of a very specific
and agreed upon situation where
that would be okay.
The “Fifty Shades of Grey”
movie is coming out on Friday,
Feb. 13 (no, I’m not missing the
irony there) and I urge you not to
go watch it.
Not even as a joke with friends.
Do not give this your money. Do
not support this franchise.

Letter to the Editor: No more
business as usual
Recently, I read The Observer and was surprised to
find not one article, letter or
public service announcement
concerning climate change
(CC). When I was a student
at Central in the 70s, we
gathered at the train trestle
to demonstrate against war,
nuclear energy, campus issues
we faced, and The Observer
was always our key source of
information. Speaking out was
important.
Many of your parents (or
grandparents) helped shape
the cultural values you enjoy
today. We took MAKING A
DIFFERENCE seriously. The
fact that you can enjoy legal
marijuana today is partly due
to the efforts of my generation.
So, I ask you, “What are
you doing to make the world
a better place?” Are you worried about global warming?
About student debt? Are you
willing to face a bigger dilemma than the price of street
pot? How about the fact that
your Central Foundation has
nearly two million dollars

invested in dirty fossil fuel,
while it provides scholarships
and program support? Yes!
CWU Foundation invests in
an industry that pollutes and
threatens not only your future,
but the very life of our planet?
It’s hypocrisy and it should
end.
Today, students across this
state, nation and the world are
standing against such “Business as Usual.” They are asking their university endowments to get out of dirty fossil
fuel stocks and invest in clean
energy. UW, WWU, Stanford and UVic are just a few
schools ahead of Central on
this issue (see gofossilfree.org
for details).
You can take a stand too.
Our Environment, a local
group made up of CWU
retired faculty, staff, alums,
and citizens will be in the
SURC (2/12) for GLOBAL
DIVESTMENT DAY. We’ll
have information on ways you
can help defuse CC while we
still can.
I hope you’ll seek us out.
-Martha Duskin-Smith

Have an opinion? Send us a 300-400 word
letter about it! Send any letters to the
editor to cwuobserver@gmail.com
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The Tinder experiment
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Tinder is trying really hard to
be more than just a dating app
that categorizes people based
solely on looks.
But using it feels like playing
God, swiping through photo after photo, making split-second

decisions based on a predetermined amount of user uploaded
photos.
It has a chat function where
users can send photos, like any
IM service, and even has “moments,” like Snapchat’s “stories,”

where users see a photo or video
on their feed as people submit
them.
Aside from that, Tinder is,
well, a dating app.
All it takes is a swipe right to
get the love going. When both us-

ers swipe right a match is made.
If either swipes left, no match.
The Observer decided to put
Tinder to the test with the ultimate battle of the sexes.
Two editors, male and female,
downloaded the app on Feb. 2.

For the next six days they swiped
right on every proﬁle they saw.
Both apps were set to seek
matches ages 18-30, within 20mile radius. Both uploaded ﬁve
photos and had blank bios.
These are their stories.

BY JONATHAN GLOVER

But alas, I was pleasantly
surprised (and called out on
my prejudice). Emily, my third
match, messaged me with, “Hey
:)” moments after I had swiped
her. Cool.
Jennifer, my 13th match, messaged me a resounding “well hi
there.” Tiﬀany, my 14th, “oh
hey.”
I was starting to think I’d never
be the recipient of an awesome,
well-thought-out introduction. It
seemed my lady friends only had
the courage to muster up a few
words, barely putting themselves
out there for connection.
Kristina, my 34th match, did
say, “You are very attractive :).”
I’m smitten.
One particular lady, let’s call
her Maggie, commented on my
then proﬁle bio of “I like turtles”
with a message of her own.
“Turtles are pretty great, did
you know that red ear sliders are
actually really fast?”
Overall, I received eight messages from 37 matches; nine if
you count two messages from the
same girl. (I’m sorry, Tabitha, I
wish I could respond but I have
rules to follow!)
I also swiped right 213 times,
with 36 matches. I guess that
means I have a 17 percent likeability rating. What keeps me up
at night, though, is this: “How
many matches would I have if
I only swiped right on proﬁles
I would normally be interested
in?” Online dating is weird.
I actually don’t have anything
profound to say about this experience. Did it put a strain on my
relationship? Kind of. Did I have
fun doing it? Not really. Did I
learn more about the perversion
of the human soul? Deﬁnitely.
Would I do it again? Absolutely.

BY RACHEL CHARLTON

ply wanna get some coﬀee or
something?”
I’m not used to getting these
sort of responses from men. Even
if a guy does start a conversation
with me in real life, he would
never start with “hey beautiful.”
As my inbox became increasingly overwhelmed with the new
matches and messages, so did I.
I soon discovered one of the
reasons why dating apps are so
successful: anonymity.
The high message-to-match
ratio I was experiencing was not
typical of everyday life. The ambiguity that Tinder oﬀers allows
both men and women to be more
conﬁdent in their approach, often engaging in behavior they
might otherwise not.
Cue the “Passive Stage.”
Instead of excitedly checking
Tinder to see new matches and
messages, I began to become
indiﬀerent toward the app. I
thought I had seen it all; shockingly bold messages weren’t
shocking anymore, 25 new
matches became uninteresting.
My matches, however, quickly
caught on to this passiveness.
Many unreciprocated messages
quickly turned into one-sided
conversations.
“Hey there : )”
“How are you doing tonight?”
“Hello? This thing on?”
“Are you even real?”
“Do you have any interest in
talking to me or is this going to be
another pointless match sitting in

the inbox?”
At ﬁrst, the persistence annoyed me. Were they really so
desperate that they felt the need
to message me two to three times
within an hour, despite me not
responding to the ﬁrst message?
My attitude towards this experiment from the start was lighthearted and carefree. It’s a dating
app designed for casual hookups
and hangouts. How serious could
these people be? However, it became very apparent that many
users take it quite seriously.
This experiment both met
my expectations and surprised
me. Despite not listing a “bio,” it
did not surprise me that so many
guys matched with me. Relying
on just three photos reinforced
the idea that looks trump other
qualities, especially in the (online)
dating world.
What did surprise me, however, was how many men “unmatched” me. At the height of
the experiment, I had over 350
matches. By Saturday evening,
nearly 100 had unmatched me.
This was likely a result of neither
one of us starting a conversation
or their messages going unanswered.
I wasn’t expecting the seriousness or the need for instant gratiﬁcation that came from swiping
right on every proﬁle. It was impressive, though, that those who
did unmatch me clearly knew
what they were looking for and a
one-sided conversation wasn’t it.

Assistant Scene Editor

Let’s cut to the chase: Tinder
is weird. It’s like channel surﬁng,
but instead of channels, you’re
surﬁng people. There are humans on the other end of those
pictures, but the app is set up in
such a way that it dehumanizes
everything and assigns a “like” or
“dislike.” Also, if I were single,
this would be pretty damn awesome.
But I’m not. Sorry, ladies.
In the ﬁrst hour I had Tinder,
I swiped right, or liked, only 22
proﬁles, because that’s all I had
to swipe through. Luckily for me,
my ego stayed intact and I was
matched with two other people,
whom I’ll call Jennifer and Alice (even though you know they
aren’t).
Later that evening, Jennifer
and Alice were joined by seven
other lovely ladies, including my
colleague. Yes, nothing would
stop us from swiping right, not
even each other.
I had swiped right on 143
proﬁles at this point, making my
swipe to match percentage a paltry 15 percent, give or take. Mom
is going to be so proud.
Some days, I’d forget to swipe,
and I’d be met with groups of
potential suitors (suitettes?). Unlike Rachel, though, I was never
bombarded with packs of girls,
looking to show me a good time.
I did, however, receive a few
messages. This I did not expect.
I was of the mindset that I would
get a few matches here and there
and maybe a message or two. My
life up until this point had always
been me (a man, I might add)
making the ﬁrst move and ﬁshing
for that ﬁrst conversation.

Assistant News Editor

Cast a wide net and you’ll
catch a lot of ﬁsh. Cast a semiattractive Tinder proﬁle net and
you’ll catch a lot of dick.
As someone who’s been in
a serious relationship for years,
the thought of joining Tinder —
even for a social experiment —
was exhilarating and scary.
It was especially daunting given that Ellensburg is my hometown and I would likely encounter people I shared sandwiches
with in elementary school. As per
regulation, I would have to swipe
right for everyone.
The ﬁrst “match” came after
four swipes. “Blake” became
part of the “Excitement Stage.”
From 6 p.m. until nearly midnight Monday night, my phone
was a constant buzz of notiﬁcations. I swiped nearly 400 times.
I woke up Tuesday morning with 30 new matches and a
new outlook on Tinder. Enter
the “Learning Stage.” The girly
squeals of elation quickly dissipated as the messages poured in,
“Hey how’s it going beautiful?:)”
“Can you help me with my
math homework?”
“Hershey’s makes millions of
kisses a day…all I’m asking is one
from you;)”
“By far the prettiest smile I’ve
seen on tinder”
“Hey your a babe quite sim-

Do you have any funny or horrible Tinder experiences? Let us
know! Be sure to include any screen shots you may have of
the conversation and send them to cwuobserver@gmail.com
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Noisy ‘sexy-times’ in dorms
BY DEANNA BANGS

Staff Reporter

Dorm life has plenty of perks
for incoming freshmen: involvement in campus activities, making new friends and perhaps even
meeting your ﬁrst college signiﬁcant other.
Living in such close proximity
to your neighbors isn’t all fun and
games, though.
Sometimes it results in having
to hear some intimate details of
your neighbors’ lives.
New freshmen spend their
ﬁrst year in freshman-only dorms
discovering, if not relishing in,
many brand new experiences
and adult responsibilities.
“First year halls like Barto
and the Bassetties [usually] have
noisier students,” senior Chloe
Hildeman, RHA executive board
president and current dormdweller said.
Noise complaints of the
“sexytime” nature are actually
not a common occurrence, even
if it is Valentine’s Day, Hildeman
said.
However, excess noise is more
likely to happen among new students who may not be aware of
or sensitive to dorm rules.
Hildeman said that loud, passionate moments do happen, but
they are not as prevalent as stu-

dents may think.
“One morning I awoke early around 7 a.m. - to the sound of
my neighbor and his girlfriend,”
Hildeman said.
She didn’t need to say more.
While sexy shenanigans may
go unreported to RAs, everyone seems to have an awkward story from their
ﬁrst year of college.
A sophomore,
who
wished
to
remain
anonymous,
remembered
her ﬁrst year
in the dorms.
“I could
hear
very
loud
sex
from a room
that wasn’t
even
my
n e i g h b o r, ”
the source said.
“They were across
the hall and down several rooms and I could
still hear it in detail.”
These types of stories seem
to be common, but freshmen
dorms aren’t alone in this issue.
Another sophomore who also
asked to remain anonymous said
their roommate took a shower
with her boyfriend — in the
shared shower.

“I could hear everything,” the
source said.
While not uncommon, stories
of loud sex in shared spaces are
rarely reported. Instead, students

tend to brush it oﬀ.
“Loud disturbances are deﬁnitely more prevalent in the
freshmen dorms; upperclassmen
tend to be more mellow and qui-

et,” Hildeman said.
Hildeman, senior public relations major, has lived on campus
her entire college career because
of her RA responsibilities.
Hildeman attempts to settle
noise complaints with students
before anything else.
“If I have to get involved in a noise-related issue, I ﬁrst talk
to the students
to resolve it,”
Hildeman
said.
She noted
that
sometimes
confronting the
noise-makers
involved can
be awkward,
but she has
gotten used
to it.
Dorms’ quiet
time is from 10
p.m. to 7 a.m., which
students usually respect.
Weekends and holidays are
also quieter in the dorms.
“The reasons that students
don’t follow quiet-time hours are
probably due to lack of respect”
Hildeman said. “[They have]
hardly any regard for others’
space.”
This may be because most in-

coming freshmen are still teenagers, straight out of high school.
Hildeman said resident assistants want dorm living to be
comfortable for everyone and a
good college experience. She also
stressed the importance of having open communication with
RAs if there are any issues, including noise.
“See a staﬀ member ﬁrst,”
Hildeman said. “The staﬀ here
is all trained and can mediate a
situation, if needed.”
For Hildeman, having a
roommate in the dorms is a lot of
fun should it work out, but sharing such close quarters can mean
that students’ routines can easily
conﬂict with one another.
If a conﬂict arises, RHA has
a procedure to quickly resolve it.
“All issues start with either a
verbal warning or a discussion
with the student,” Hildeman
said.
A warning is given, followed
by a conduct hearing and potential community service.
Should issues fail to be resolved with a warning, RHA can
also do room transfers. Although
a rare solution, they strive to have
every student feel comfortable
and, most importantly, safe.
“Room transfers are a last resort,” Hildeman said. “We don’t
want [that] to happen.”

Theatre program stages festival
BY BRITTANY ALLEN

Kennedy Center
American College
Theatre Festival Region
VII

Staff Reporter

Actors, puppeteers and approximately a thousand college
students from schools located in
diﬀerent states will be visiting
Central because of one passion:
theatre.
Central will be hosting the
Kennedy Center’s American
College Theater Festival Region
VII the week of Feb. 16-22.
Scott Robinson, chair of the
Central theatre department, sees
the festival as not only being beneﬁcial for the students involved,
but also for the university.
“It really gives Central a good
face,” Robinson said. “It’s great
to have people come and see
what good things we have here
at Central. They get a sense of
what the university has to oﬀer
and we’re making more of an
eﬀort to make it a recruitment
event for transfer students.”
An aspect somewhat unique
to Central is the theatre department’s advantage of having an
actual “wig master” on staﬀ. M.
Catherine McMillen is one of
four regularly certiﬁed wig masters in the country.
The Theater Festival has been
annually bringing together students and educators for theatre
workshops and dramatic meeting
of the minds since 1969.
The event includes workshops
led by faculty and professionals,
keynote speakers, some top reviewed collegiate shows of the
area and networking opportuni-

Date: Monday, Feb. 16 to
Saturday, Feb. 21
Time: 8 a.m. to 11:45 p.m.
Where: SURC ballroom

TAYLER SHAINDLIN/OBSERVER

FAITHFUL RECREATION Ryan Anderson preparing for “The Radio Dramas,” premiering Feb. 12.

ties.
Four of the shows that will be
featured at Central will be open
to the public.
Among some of the rather
interestingly titled workshops offered this year are: “Sex, Power,
and Magic as Seen through the
Characters of Macbeth and
Lady Macbeth in Shakespeare’s
Scottish Play,” “Pinterest to
Prezi: Tools to help designers
and directors start the conversation,” and “Where did we sit on
the bus?,” a one man show by hip
hop artist Brian Quijada.
Robinson is optimistic about
this year’s event at Central.
“I think it is an awesome place
for students to see how they compare to other students that are
going to be in their same industry,” Robinson said. “It lets them

see what that competition is going to be like when they get out
into that industry.”
Skyler Gahley, senior theatrical performance major, also sees
the Theater Festival as a positive
experience ripe with opportunity.
“It’s a lot of fun because you
get to experience diﬀerent teachers from all of the diﬀerent colleges that come,” Gahley said.
“It’s nice to learn under your own
teachers but then you get a quick
intensive with the guy from Colorado, and then a keynote speaker
gives you an hour lecture on their
specialty, and things like that. It’s
a big week of lots of learning.”
This year Gahley is head student coordinator of the event.
She is also leading a quarterstaﬀ workshop on stage combat.
“Last year was my ﬁrst year

going and I was empowered to
be a better artist,” Gahley said.
Patrick Dizney, assistant professor of performance at Central,
participated in Theater Festival
as an undergraduate and is now
in his second year as Vice Chair
of Region VII.
He said, in his capacity as an
executive member of the conference, people from other regions
are constantly requesting to
come here.
“Sometimes in this industry
we get a little bit competitive.
We look at other people like ‘oh,
if she gets the role then I won’t
get the role,’” Dizney said. “But
I think in our region [...] we all
realize that the competition is
yourself.”
This week-long experience
also opens doors for students

Shows open to the public:
Gospel of the Spangled Banner
When: Thursday, Feb. 19 @
7:45 p.m.
Where: McConnell Auditorium
Aliens
When: Thursday, Feb. 19 @
1:30 p.m.
Where: McConnell Auditorium
looking for casting, transfers to
four-year institutions and internships in the ﬁeld.
The Theater Festival also allows students to see how diﬀerent
people learn and act diﬀerently
depending on their environments
and experiences.
“It’s great because it’s kind of
a yardstick,” Dizney said. “And
we all kind of want to look at
yardsticks a little bit and say
‘How do we measure up? Where
do we fall into this? Are we holding our own? I think we are.’”
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Oscar movie corner
#3: The Imitation Game

9

#4:
American
Sniper

BY GRACE LINDSLEY

Copy Editor

“The Imitation Game” is
the true story of famous British mathematician Alan Turing
(Benedict Cumberbatch).
Turing was a disparate genius
who enlisted in World War II
to break the unbreakable code
behind Germany’s telegraphed
transmissions.
Turing was a strange and eccentric personality. He was very
straight forward, to the point of
being oﬀ-putting and obviously
had no understanding of how
to interact with other people.
He was rude and insulting to the
people he worked with, thereby
isolating himself.
However, throughout the entire movie audiences can consistently connect to Turing and feel
sympathy for him.
This is due to both a phenomenal script that humanizes
the characters, and the outstanding acting by Cumberbatch and
the rest of the cast that broadcasts the emotions that are being
experienced by the characters in
a subtle and realistic way.
Cumberbatch managed to
portray a very alien and strange
person without losing the sensitive emotional humanity, which
the audience could connect.
Without Cumberbatch’s ability
to reconcile these two aspects of
Turing, this movie would lack

KEITH BERNSTEIN/WARNER BROS.

BY MORGAN GREEN

Staff Reporter

THE WEINSTEIN COMPANY

the emotionality it needed to
work.
Keira Knightley played the
role of Joan Clarke, an incredibly intelligent woman who becomes close to Turing. Clarke
is an incredible foil to Turing,
further developing his character,
as well as adding a softer side to
Turing.
This ﬁlm is not, by most standards, a typical war movie. Despite taking place during World
War II, scenes of intense violence on a battleﬁeld are virtu-

ally nonexistent.
In fact, most of the ﬁlm takes
place in a radio factory. This is
because “The Imitation Game”
is not a movie about ﬁghting
World War II, but rather about
trying to solve a puzzle that
would give the Allies the advantage they need to survive.
Instead of exciting and dramatic ﬁreﬁghts, audiences are
brought into a more mundane
but incredibly emotional place.
Director Morten Tyldum did
fantastic work building an ambi-

give praise or candy.
By contrast, Andrew is best in
silence. He spends a lot of time
in the movie by himself with
nothing else in the room but his
drums. The only sound is the
drums, they perfectly mirror the
state of mind Andrew is trying
to convey, though it feels more
like a cover than a compliment.
Miles Teller’s performance
as Andrew is far less impressive when he actually opens his

mouth. Not to say he does a
BAD job, but his lines and the
way he delivers them almost
pulls me out of the moment.
One scene in which Andrew
argues with his family, is clearly
designed to draw sympathy from
the audience, but left me feeling
like he was being a brat to his
parents and brothers.
Teller’s saving grace is the
drum work, which he did himself for the movie. Even though

ence for the ﬁlm as well as building a palpable pressure the audience can feel as the characters
race against the clock.
“The Imitation Game” features a great cast that played out
a remarkable and moving story
that earned it a Best Picture
nominee.
The ﬁrst line of “The Imitation Game” is a question directed toward the audience: “Are
you listening?” And, from start
to ﬁnish, this is a story worth being heard.

#5: Whiplash

BY ADAM WILSON

Editor-in-Chief

“Whiplash” doesn’t lend itself well to a synopsis. Saying
that it’s a story about a college
student whose mentor pushes
him to drumming excellence
makes it appear clichéd and
overdone. Going any further
spoils the movie’s drive to ask
its audience how much ‘push’ is
too much – when does Fletcher’s
(J.K. Simmons) pushing go too
far?
The tension caused by the
conﬂicts between Andrew (Miles
Teller) and his mentor comes
from the intentional decision to
keep Fletcher’s thought process
away from the viewer. Everything that happens in the movie
is shown through Andrew’s point
of view, but shot with a sense of
pragmatism that allows the audience to see, from an objective
standpoint, what’s really happening, even as Andrew seemingly refuses to acknowledge it.
Though Miles Teller has, by
far, most of the screen time in
“Whiplash,” J.K. Simmons’ portrayal of Fletcher steals the spotlight. Fletcher is obviously designed to be abrasive and cold,
Simmons delivers his insults as
easily as a nice teacher would

DANIEL MCFADDEN/SONY PICTURES CLASSICS

the sequences where Andrew is
playing the drums (one of which
extends up to nine minutes) are
dubbed over with a separate audio track, the passion and intensity Teller brings to his kit more
than makes up for it.
“Whiplash” is your typical
inspiring-teacher drama with
enough subtle twists to keep
it interesting, powered by an
intense bassline that gives the
movie its power.

“American Sniper” follows
the journey of the most lethal
sniper in American history,
Chris Kyle (Bradley Cooper),
over the course of his four tours
in the Iraq War.
The movie is based on Kyle’s
best-selling memoir “American
Sniper,” published in 2012. The
movie adaptation was directed
by Clint Eastwood.
Viewers watch Kyle struggle
with the morality of war and
balancing patriotism with his
family, all while trying to accomplish his mission.
“American Sniper” begins by
showing Kyle as a young man
in a Texas rodeo. After an arm
injury ended his rodeo career,
Kyle attempted to join the Marines. When they rejected him,
he joined the Navy instead, and
later became a Navy Seal.
During Kyle’s ﬁrst tour in
Iraq, he completes his ﬁrst conﬁrmed kill; a kill that foreshadows his undoing later in the ﬁlm.
His ﬁrst tour is also when
Kyle is assigned the mission to
terminate the most notorious
sniper within the Iraqi forces.
Throughout the movie, Kyle
struggles against the title given to him by Iraqi insurgents:
“Devil of Ramadi.”
Viewers are shown the hardships faced by war veterans attempting to assimilate back into
their old lives.
The movie does an excellent job of evoking sympathy
for both Kyle and his struggling
wife, Taya (Sienna Miller), as
they both grapple with life between deployments.
“American Sniper” takes the
viewer on an emotional roller
coaster as they experience the
high of Kyle’s wedding and family life, and the lows of struggling with post-traumatic stress
disorder (PTSD).
Eastwood solidiﬁes himself as
an accomplished director with
“American Sniper” by adding
another dimension to the movie
with the use of well-placed symbolism and metaphors.
The editing during battle
scenes was outstanding, giving
the viewer just enough action
without bombarding the viewer
with gore.
Eastwood does an incredible
job of telling the story of the
Iraq War without bringing politics into the mix, which is a feat
considering the very polarized
opinions on the war.
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Valentine’s ideas just in time
BY NICK OLIVER

Un-Valentine’s Day

Staff Reporter

Love is in the air as men and
women rush to the nearest store
to spend their paychecks on ﬂowers, chocolate and even those
cheesy boxers or “man-thongs,”
with hearts and lips on them.
However, gifts can only get
you so far in the world of love.
Whether you’re trying to impress that special person in your
life or you’re just going out with
a group of close friends, a night
out on the town could be just
what it takes to show them how
much you appreciate them.
There are quite a few romantic and entertaining activities to
do in Ellensburg for Valentine’s
Day.
For those of you trying to
woo the partner of your dreams,
you may want to check out The
Palace Café and Yellow Church
Café.
The intimate Yellow Church
Café on South Pearl Street is offering a special V-Day meal: ﬁllet
mignon served with crab legs.
If you’ve got a sweet tooth,
don’t worry; red velvet cake with
whipped cream and seasonal berries, as well as chocolate mousse,
will be available.

When: Friday, Feb. 13, 8 p.m.
Where: SURC Ballroom

Radio Dramas

When: Feb. 12, 13 at 7:30 p.m.
and Feb. 14 at 2 and 7:30 p.m.
Where: McConnell Auditorium
Tickets: $10 students with ID,
$12 general admission
The Palace Café on Main
Street pulls out all the stops when
it comes to celebrating V-Day.
They are oﬀering a prawn salad,
prime rib served with battered
prawns and chicken marsala.
For dessert, tie it all together with a homemade Snickers
cheesecake.
The Palace will be putting
candles on the table, dimming
the lights and setting the scene
for a night full of picturesque VDay moments.
If you’re looking for dinner
and a show, The Dakota Café on
North Pearl Street will be oﬀering
a bacon wrapped scampi, a slow
roasted prime rib, and lobster
mac and cheese. But wait, that’s
not all. A violin trio will also be
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LOVE AND PASTA Ellensburg Pasta Company is prepared for any “Lady and the Tramp” moments.

performing while you dine on delicious food. Just be sure to make
reservations.
If you are proactive and call
ahead of time to make reservations, The Roadhouse Grill on
Umptanum Road will be serving
a steak gorgonzola and prime rib.
They will also be having a wine
special.
If you are feeling lonely, or if
you just want to go somewhere
and hang out with friends, then
you may want to go to the UnValentine’s Day Show with “Dat-

ing Doctor” David Coleman on
Friday, Feb.13.
Campus Activities and 88.1
The ‘Burg are inviting Central
students to the SURC ballroom
for a night that includes a variety
of free activities starting at 8 p.m.
The night will include a “destruction zone” for destroying
gifts or reminders from ex-partners and “Anti-Valentine’s Bingo.” The main event at 9 p.m., a
lecture on love and relationships
from “dating doctor” Coleman.
If that’s not your cup of tea,

then you can get a group of
friends and go to the Central
theatre department’s presentation of Radio Dramas: “Candy
Matson P.I.,” “The Cable Car
Murder,” “Richard Diamond,”
“Private Detective” and “The
Gibson Murder Case.”
So for all those students trying
to impress that special someone
but ﬁnd themselves ‘ballin on a
budget,’ and for all of the students just looking for somewhere
to go with friends, Ellensburg’s
got your back.

CAT Media

QualityVideoProductionfromStudentstotheirCommunity
CAT Media is Central’s student-produced video andTV programming. CAT tv specialists do it all, from producing the Ellensburg Live variety show to lming and editing
weddings, concerts, meetings, commercials and public service announcements.
Since Spring Quarter of 2013,
CAT Media has been providing for all of CWU’s video production needs.
To get involved, talk to Professor Jon Ward about COM 452.

CWU’s student-run Online
interactive lifestyle magazine.
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Most awkward online-dating interaction?

“I was talking to a girl on [Plenty of Fish] and she
was very forward in her sexual advances. I was
trying to diverge the conversation into something
I wanted, but it just wasn’t happening.”
Natasha Sorenson
Alumna

“I matched with someone [and] had no idea
who she was. After a little bit, we decided
to meet up casually. Then when I arrived at
Starbucks, she showed up with her boyfriend.
[She’d] never mentioned him at all.”
Jared Baxter
Biomedical freshman

“I was on Tinder. A guy in his 50’s messaged
me and told me he wanted to eat brisket out
of my belly button.”
Emily Williamson
Community health education junior

“I met this guy on Tinder. We talked for a bit.
I came to the SURC one day and saw him in
person. I was standing right next to him and
didn’t realize it. He kept looking at me and
I was thinking ‘what is going on?’ I felt bad
when I ﬁgured out it was him because I didn’t
do anything.”
Audrey Kramer
Exercise science sophomore

Pregnant ?

“I met up with a guy [on Tinder] and we
said we were going to hang out. We talked
long enough that I thought he wasn’t going
to be creepy. Sure enough, he wanted more
than just hanging out. The awkward part was
rejecting him and leaving.”
Rebekah Gehrke
Film junior

Classical Season

Free pregnancy tests.
You have options.

Pregnancy Center of Kittitas County

509-925-2273

PregnancyHelpEllensburg.org

{HERE

YOUR AD

Be Seen,
by the University

Call 963-1095
to learn more!

Directed By
Michael J. Smith

Candy
Matson, P.I.

Pre-Show Entertainment
30mins prior to each
performance

The Cable Car Murder

&

Richard
Diamond, P.I.

The Gibson Murder Case
Thursday, Friday

FEBRUARY 12-13

7:30PM

McConnell Auditorium

Saturday

FEBRUARY 14

TS
TICKVEAILABLE

O
ALS

2:00PM AND 7:30PM
McConnell Auditorium

A

cat
Wild op
Sh
& e
com
e
W l nter
Ce

TICKETS

AA/EEO/Title IX Institution. For accommodation: DS@cwu.edu

For more information visit
www.cwu.edu/theatre/current-productions
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CROSS OVER Senior guard Dom Williams maneuvers past a Saint Martins defender. The Wildcats are 3-3 on the road and are eager to get a win against Simon Fraser.
BY JEFFREY MACMILLAN

Staff Reporter

With only six games left before the GNAC tournament the
Central men’s basketball team
(13-6, GNAC 8-4) looks to sink
their claws into Simon Fraser en
route to a high playoff seed.
The Wildcats currently sit at
8-4, tied for third in the conference with Northwest Nazarene,
but only a game back of Alaska
Anchorage (9-3), for second
place and a coveted first round
bye in the tournament.
With the tournament nearing,
Central players could easily start
looking ahead, as every game
becomes more important as the
standings shape out.
Senior guard, Dom Williams
knows that the Wildcats face two
tough challenges this week.
“Every game is tough,” Dom
Williams said. “I know that it
is about trust with me and my
teammates and when we are all
plyaing with trust we can beat
any team.”
The Wildcats will go on a
two game road trip north to face
archrival Western Washington
University Vikings (6-7) and the
run-and-gun scoring machines
of Simon Fraser Clan (4-9).
The Wildcat’s last meeting
versus the Vikings was one for
the ages, as Dom Williams hit a

three-point buzzer beater that
sent a capacity crowd at Nicholson Pavilion into a frenzy.
That win sent the Vikings on
a short slide that saw them lose
three of their next four games.
Since that meeting, the Wildcats have seen the reemergence
of junior guard, Gary Jacobs,
who had been dealing with a few
nagging injuries.
In the last three games, Jacobs
has scored 14 points per game,
and nabbed four steals.
Jacobs knows he needs to continue to be aggressive against upcoming opponents.
“Since I got hurt I had a lot
of time to learn from the bench,”
Jacobs said.
Central travels to Bellingham
to face the Vikings at Carver
Gymnasium, where the Vikings
have been almost unbeatable,
winning 10 of 12 home games.
The Vikings will rely on the
rebounding of senior forward,
Anye Turner and junior center, Mac Johnson, to control the
boards for the Vikings. The two
combine to average 14.7 rebounds per game.
The Wildcats can expect to
have a tough night rebounding but, junior forward, Joseph
Stroud, hopes he can fight for
position and keep Western off
the glass.
“I need to help spark my team,

because it’s all about the boards
in this game,” Stroud said.
In the second game of Centrals northern road trip, the
Wildcats will cross into Canada,
to face the Simon Fraser Clan.
The Clan has made a name
for themselves this season as a
scoring juggernaut, averaging
108.9 points per game.
This is highest in the nation, and more than 27 points
per game higher than the second ranked scoring team in the
GNAC.
While the Clan scores often,
the Wildcats like to play stingy
defense.
The Wildcats defense starts
and ends with their rim protector, Stroud.
Stroud is currently 8th in the
nation with 2.9 blocks per game.
Stroud understands that the
Clan will keep a fast pace, but
that will not change how he plays
defense on Saturday night.
Central’s last meeting versus
the Clan saw four players reach
double figures in scoring, including 28 points by Dom Williams.
Williams is currently second
in the GNAC in scoring, averaging 18.3 points per game. Williams should expect to see many
opportunities to create on the offensive end.
“I’ll get my shots,” Williams
said.
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COURT VISION Guard Devin Matthews looks set up the offense.
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Central picked to finish first
Wildcat baseball team favored by GNAC coaches to ﬁnish ﬁrst
Cory Welch

Darren Honeysett

Cameron Harper
Jonathan Daily

Tanner Romo

Kasey Bielec

Randy Fuller

Brandon Williams
Zach Reay

And what better way to start a
season than proving their determination with a 4-0 record?
Coming oﬀ a 31-18 GNAC
This baseball team has some
campaign and a conference high expectations coming into
championship, the Wildcat base- the season, and Storey believes
ball team is favorited to defend they have the make up to get it
their frist ever GNAC tourna- done.
ment
title,
“Obviousaccording to
ly we want to
the pre-seaconferObviously we want win
son GNAC
ence again,
to win conference again, we plan on
coaches poll.
we plan on playing well playing well
T h e
team is deenough that we can also enough that
termined to
make the push into region- we can also
repeat their
make
the
als this year.
success and
push into rehave made
gionals this
-Desi Story
strides in the
year.” Storey
oﬀ-season to
said.
Head Baseball Coach
achieve that
2 0 1 5
goal.
marks Sto“ T h i s
rey’s
24th
team has worked really hard. season as the head coach of the
They truly want to accomplish Wildcats.
some big things,” Coach Desi
He led the Wildcats team
Storey said.
through nine winning seasons
BY TYLER BUCHANAN

Staff Reporter

“

“

and ﬁve runner-up ﬁnishes in
GNAC play.
Storey now has over 500 career wins and a winning average
of .468 following the 2014 season, making him the winningest
coach in Wildcat baseball history.
Last year the team came incredibly close to making regionals, which is a motivating factor
this season.
There is a great group of returning players that will to have a
crucial impact on this upcoming
season; unfortunately the Wildcats are not returning a big group
of those players.
This means there will be a
lot of pressure on the new players, and some big shoes to ﬁll
following last seasons impressive
record.
“The new guys are going to
have to contribute right away,
that is going to be key,” Storey
said. “If they can get that accomplished then they will be able to
help us reach our goals.”

Some key players to keep
an eye on are returning pitcher
Brandon Williams, who will need
to be huge for this season’s team.
“My expectations for the team
is nothing under a championship
to be honest,” Williams said.
“We have a great group of guys
that have a solid foundation of
skill and physical ability to take
us deep into the season. We lost
some key components from last
year, but this year we are better
overall.”
Williams is already oﬀ to a
great start throwing for a no hitter last week. He is looking to
build oﬀ his 2014 GNAC pitcher
of the year award.
“The few of us that felt what
it felt like to win the GNAC want
nothing else than to win it again,
and hopefully move on to regionals,” Williams said. “It’s tough
with so many new guys that
didn’t see or feel what we did last
year, but this team is full of motivated players.”

GNAC Coaches Poll

1. Central Washington
2. Western Oregon
3. Saint Martins
4. Northwest Nazarene
5. MSU-B

Brandon Williams

2014 Season Stats
Position: Pitcher
ERA: 1.81
Strikeouts: 89
Opponent BA: .216
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RUN N’ GUN Freshman Jasmin Edwards drives to the hoop against Alaska-Anchorage.The Wildcats are 7-2 at home this season and hope to continue their success at home.

Central looks to cage Falcons

BY MAXWELL MONSON

Staff Reporter

The Central Wildcat’s women’s basketball team (11-10 overall, 6-7 GNAC) are set to take on
Seattle Paciﬁc University (SPU)
(17-3 overall, 9-3 GNAC) Thursday night at Nicholson Pavilion.
The Wildcats are coming oﬀ a
tough road trip losing to Simon
Fraser University (SFU) and instate rival Western Washington
University (WWU).
The two losses were a minor
setback for the Wildcats playoﬀ
chances, but they are still right in
the mix with ﬁve games remaining.
As the season gets close to
playoﬀ time the games become
so much bigger.
Teams need to ﬁnd a way to
scratch out a few they shouldn’t
and have to win all the games
you should.
The Wildcats will start the
home stretch by trying to pull the
upset on second place SPU.
Senior guard, Courtney Johnson, knows how tough the last
stretch of the season will be playing ﬁve conference games.
“I think top to bottom we
have one of the most competitive
leagues in the nation.” Johnson
said “There are no easy wins.”
SPU has been on ﬁre all year,
having only three losses on the
season.
The Falcons are currently
riding a three game win streak
as they get ready to come to Ellensburg.

SPU is exceptional all
the way throughout the
roster but the two senior
guards, Suzanna Ohlsen
and Aubree Callen,
have led the charge.
Ohlsen is averaging 17.7 points
per a game, good
for third in
the
GNAC.
Ohlsen has the
ability to take
over
games
with her oﬀensive production.
She has multiple
games with more
than 20 points.
She is able
shoot the three
ball will probably be able
put up 20 plus
points.
She is shooting 41-percent
from the three
point line this
year. If Ohlsen
isn’t on you can
count on Callens to
have a big night.
Callens is averaging an impressive
15.6 points per a
game.
The Wildcats will
need to keep both
guards in check come
Thursday night.
The Wildcats will
be relying on their
three normal stars to

get it done
as the season closes
out
and
they prepare
for the playoﬀs.
Senior
guard
Courtney
Johnson,
senior center Jasmine
Parker, and freshman
guard Jasmin Edwards
have been the go to trio
for the Wildcats this season.
Johnson has been big all
year for the Wildcats whether it’s her scoring on the offense, stout defense, or overall leadership, she has done
it all.
Johnson had a big night
in the loss against WWU
putting up 19 points.
Harada has been
pleased with the play and
leadership by Johnson as
well as all the returners on
this team.
“She has a chance to
close out her career in a
special way, like getting to
the conference tournament
for the ﬁrst time,” Harada
said. “All the returners are eager to see how far we can go,
our seniors are really stepping
up.”
With Johnson taking care
of the guard duties, the Wildcats have come to rely on
Parker to dominate down low,
and she has done just that.
Parker has had a big
year averaging 10.1 points
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per game and 7.7 rebounds per
game.
The Wildcats need her rebounding and defensive presence
by the rim to keep them in the
playoﬀ hunt.
Harada knows how important
the play of Parker is to this Wildcat team.
“She has to be aggressive,”
Harada said. “When she is in a
good rhythm it helps her defensive eﬀorts and her ability on the
glass.”
Edwards will be another key
piece for the Wildcats playoﬀ
chances. As the point guard, she
is the controller of the Wildcat
oﬀense.
The freshman guard has been
great at it all year, averaging 12.8
points per a game and dishing
out 4.4 assists per a game.
Her ability to keep this Wildcat oﬀense going will be crucial
to their ability to make the playoﬀs.
The Wildcats are primed to
take on the Montana State Billings Yellowjackets (MSU-B)
Saturday night. This game presents another opportunity for the
Wildcats to control their destiny
in the GNAC race.
MSU-B is sitting in the eighth
spot currently, but with seventh
place Alaska Fairabank ineleigble
for the post season.
MSU-B could possibly be the
last team in the playoﬀs for the
GNAC.
The Wildcats need to make
sure to get a win against them to
keep their playoﬀ spot secure.

GNAC Standings
1. Alaska-Anchorage
2. Seattle Pacific
3. Western Washington
4. Simon Fraser
5. Central Washington
6. Saint Martins
7. Alaska-Fairbanks
8. MSU Billings
9. Northwest Nazarene
10. Western Oregon

Jasmine Parker

Position: Guard
Season Averages: 12.8
points, 3.7 rebounds
4.4 assists per game
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Finish line in sight for CWU

Track team looks to ﬁnish strong before heading into GNAC Championships
Staff Reporter

“

Sprinter
60 Meter Dash:
6.92 seconds

Jayna Inderbitzin

Middle Distance
400 meter dash:
59.35 seconds

whose marks are set won’t go,”
“We know there’s people Adkisson said.
that need to go to improve their
Adkisson will be resting athmarks, and we know there’s other letes that need it before the crupeople who are better oﬀ resting cial meets and is continuing that
this week,” Adkisson said.
mentality this week.
Coach Adkisson is conﬁdent
The GNAC conference meet
that team members competing is the only meet of the season
this weekend will do well and im- that counts and gets scored.
prove their marks.
Adkisson says that this is the
“We know almost all of the time of year when the competiother conference schools will be tors really lock down and focus
there in force, so it’s safe to say on their marks.
it’s a preview for the conference
“Conference is where
meet. We want to go and in- it gets fun, where things really
crease marks to show that we are count… as we start to build togoing to be
wards conferready,” Adence people
kisson said.
are getting
Conference is where it more focused
Several
gets fun, where things re- on their placpersonal records (PR)
ally count... as we start to ings and rewere set last
build towards conference ally competweek at the
hard,”
people are gettting more ing
Cougar InAdkisson
focused on their places and said. “That’s
door meet,
really competing hard.
i n c l u d really the fun
ing
weight
part of the
-Kevin Adkisson
thrower
team aspect.”
Head Track and Field Coach
Becki
DuThe UW
hamel, who
Open is the
placed third
last regular
with a 17.59 meters throw.
indoor meet of this season before
“Some of our better people the GNAC Championships.

“

“

resting for the GNAC, but runners like Kent McKinney will be
there.
The Wildcats track team
Adkisson said that since there
perfor med
are only 13
admirably
men on the
in the Couroster, most
I think that we are re- of them will
gar Indoor
last Friday,
ally looking forward to hav- compete
and
they
Adkisson
ing people continue thier
are peaking
is feeling conprogress and show us who ﬁdent going
at the right
is going to be competitive into the UW
time
with
at the conference meet.
the GNAC
Open, as he
championsees this meet
ships coming
as one last pit
-Kevin Adkisson
up in two
stop before
Head Track and Field Coach
weeks.
the champiH e a d
onships beCoach Kevin
gin.
Adkisson was pleased with the
“I think that we are really
team’s performance.
looking forward to having people
“We saw the majority of all continue their progress and show
of our competitors improve their us who is going to be competitive
marks, so that was great,” Adkis- at the conference meet,” Adkisson said. “On the women’s side, son said.
we’ve got 20, maybe 21 people in
Some of the people who need
the top ten.”
to improve their marks will also
A few members of the track be in Seattle this weekend to try
and ﬁeld squad will be compet- and qualify for the GNAC.
ing this weekend, Feb. 14 and 15,
The others who have made it
at the University of Washington will most likely rest at least one of
the two days at the UW Indoor
(UW) Open.
Much of the team will be Invitational.
BY KYLER ROBERTS

“

Kent McKinney Jr.

Celebrate

Mardi

Apply via the CWU Job Boards or email gaskillk@cwu.edu with questions.

Gras Dinner

February 17
4:30 - 7:00PM

$13.20

Meal Plan
Discounts Apply
SPECIAL
DINNER GLASS
AVAILABLE WHILE
SUPPLIES LAST

Appetizer
Poor Boy Sandwiches

Buffet
Confetti Coleslaw
Fresh Fruit Salad
N’awlins Corn
Red beans & Rice
Rice Pilaf
Grits
Gumbo

Shrimp
Sausage
*Vegetarian Entrée Available
Corn Muffins & Honey Butter
Beignets
Sweet Tea

Holmes Dining Room
CWU IS AN AA/EEO/TITLE IX INSTITUTION. FOR ACCOMMODATIONS - DS@CWU.EDU
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Central pre-season favorite
BY SHAIMA SHAMDEEN

Staff Reporter

The Wildcat softball team is
looking to take the next step from
last years successful season. They
are predicted to win the GNAC
this season.
The Wildcats will start the
season on the road as they open
the 2015 season this Friday in Las
Vegas, Nev. at the Desert Stinger
Invitational.
Coming oﬀ a 16-8 conference record last year, the team is
scheduled to play against Humboldt and Dixie State.
Which are both teams to
which they lost in the NCAA
Division II West Regional Tournament last year, as well as New
Mexico Highlands University.
The Wildcats are ready to
tackle the competition and Lindsey Kamphuis, junior pitcher,
said people should expect really big things from the team this
weekend.
“We want revenge. Everyone
is ready to go, there is no more
preparation now it’s just about
getting it done. It’s game time,”
Kamphuis said.
Although Kamphuis is coming oﬀ a redshirt season, head
coach Mallory Holtman-Fletch-

er refers to her as the team’s secret weapon.
She holds the Kamiakin High
School record for most strikeouts,
wins, and perfect games (6) along
with starting all four years.
She proved to deserve her spot
on the team after pitching a shut
out game against Seattle University in the fall.
“There was a lot of pressure
on me to do good and I proved
myself,” Kamphuis said. “So
now I just have to continue to
show that I’m meant to be here.
I want to maintain my starting
spot and be something that people know to look out for,”
Also awaiting her chance at
redemption is returning sophomore pitcher Kiana Wood.
“Last year, I didn’t really
know what to expect against
Humboldt,” Wood said. “I just
knew they were really good. My
mentality this year is to focus on
the weaknesses that we picked
up on last year and ﬁnding them
early in the game.”
With three new transfer players and ﬁve freshmen, Wood said
the team has a lot more power
this year.
“We have girls that can hit
over the fence, which we didn’t
have a lot of girls that could do

that last year,” Wood said.
One of those transfers is junior pitcher and 2014 Northwest
Athletic Conference (NWAC)
Northern region Pitcher of the
year, Brielle Copodonna, who is
ready to bring her A-game when
the team needs it most.
“I’m really good in clutch
situations,” Copodonna said. “If
it’s two outs, bases loaded, I can
clutch up and get some RBIs.”
The team has been practicing
with new game tactics that they
hope will bring them the win.
They have increased their
conditioning workouts to make
sure they can outlast other teams
and have been looking at the
mental portion of the game to
remain focused.
“To get myself prepared for
the next pitch, I always rap some
Ludacris or old school E-40 to
myself in my head,” Kamphuis
said. “It keeps me pumped and
slows me down so that I’m not
rushing the game.”
All the mental and physical
preparations will be put to the
test this weekend as the Wildcats
open the regular season.
With a new group of talented
players added to the mix, the
team is ready to prove itself and
push towards the NCAA tourney.
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Wildcat softball 2015 schedule
Feb. 13 New Mexico
Highlands University
Feb. 13 Humboldt State
Feb. 14 Dixie State
Feb. 14 Cal State
Dominguez
Feb. 15 Eastern New
Mexico University
Feb. 21 Dominican
University of California
Feb. 22 Holy Names
University
Feb. 23 Academy of Art
Mar. 7 Simon Fraser
Mar. 8 Western Washington
Mar. 13-14 NNU
Mar. 21 Saint Martins
Mar. 22 Western Oregon

Mar. 25 Cal State Monterey Bay
Mar. 27 Cal State University Chico
Mar. 27 Academy of Art
Mar. 27 University of
Hawaii at Hilo
Mar. 28 Cal State University Monterey Bay
Mar. 28 Cal State University Stanislaus
Mar. 29 Bracket Play
April 3-4 MSUB
April 18 Saint Martins
April 19 Western Oregon
April 24 Western Washington
April 26 Simon Fraser
April 30 Playoff Starts
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